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next to no machine-guns, though a few of them carried
Belgium Mauser machine-gun rifles, light and versatile
instruments for mountain fighting.
The Ethiopians won because, fighting on near equal
terms and in manageable numbers, they exploited to the
full their mastery of cover, their pliability, and an obedience
to command less evident when they were fighting in greater
masses. Later, as the armies moved up, they became static
and unwieldy, irresponsive to orders, clogged by their
cumbrous train of mules, women, servants, children, pots
and pans. But not yet.
As Imru followed his vanguard into Shire, Kassa and
Seyyum moved into the centre of the Tembien.
Imru, the Italians think, originally intended to attack
Axum fair and square. They believe that he came up to
Selaclaca to look over the ground for himself, and realised
that Axum was impregnable.
He immediately exploited the success of Enda Selasi in
another direction, more daring still.
The penetration to Selaclaca gave him free entry into the
back areas of the Second Army Corps ; the only free entry
along the Shire mountain ridge. To his west was the
waterless rock desert of Adi Abo, to his east Axum and Adowa
firmly entrenched and wired.
He divided his forces. Half his army lay still in the
Takkaze valley, the rest except for about eight thousand
occupied the posts which the Italians had abandoned. Eight
thousand, with the Ras at their head, made straight for the
Mareb, boundary between Ethiopian Tigre and Italian
Eritrea. The river at this season was an exhausted trickle.
Imru knew all about supply depots. Adi Quala, the
supply depot of the Adowa Army Corps, was his objective,
In the disorgacisation prevailing under De Bono, Adi
Quala had been left undefended. Second Army Corps5
already portentous duties have been outlined already.
To add to them defence of the supply depots within Eritrea
itself would have been to lay upon Maravigna a strain which
he was not fitted to bear.
As it was, he had been expected to hold the door of
Selaclaca locked against the Ethiopians : even that he could
not do.

